
 

                                                                                                                                                                         May 2017 
 

Principal’s Den 
 

Dear Lowell Families and Patrons,  

 

It’s time to say good-bye to April showers and say hello to May flowers. It has been 

an amazing year! Just the other day, a parent asked me about my school year.  In our 

brief conversation, I was able to share how supported I have felt by the Lowell 

Community.  I am humbled by the level of dedication the staff puts forth each day 

for their students. And I am equally impressed by the level of gratitude students and 

parents express in response to this service. Lowell is a great place to be! 

 

I am fortunate to work in a community where relationships and trust have been established by previous 

administrators, paving the path for me to be successful.  I am so appreciative of the great families I have been 

able to serve this year. This quote seems fitting for the work we do together. “The glue that holds all 

relationships together — including the relationship between the leader and the led — is trust, and trust is based 

on integrity.” ~ Brian Tracy. 

 

May is going to be a very busy month for staff and students. Please take a moment and check the calendar of 

events below. Students will continue to take state assessments, finishing May 19th. We encourage students to 

get plenty of rest, eat a healthy breakfast and avoid missing testing dates (see classroom teacher for dates 

specific to your child). 

 

Finally, the staff and I want to share how proud we are of the progress students have made this school year.  

Thank you for the continued support and friendships.   

 

Your Principal, 

 

Dr. Adria David  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Important Dates and Events 

Mon  5/1 ALL Week PMA/STAR  Assessment 

  5:00-7:00 5/6th Track City Meet @ East Junior HS 

Wed 5/3 ALL Day Custodian Appreciation Day, 5/3                                              (Normally Oct 2nd) 

  All Day ISAT Testing, 5/6th Grade ELA Performance Task 

Thurs 5/4 1:15-3:00 Kindergarten Fieldtrip @ Boise Zoo (1:30-2:30) 

Fri 5/5 11:00-12:00 Kindergarten Picture Day 

Mon 5/8 ALL Week Teacher Appreciation Week, 5/8-5/12,                (Breakfast Provided by PTSA) 

  ALL Week Change for Change Fundraiser PTSA, 5/8-5/12 

  ALL Week PMA Testing 

Tues 5/9 11:30-1:30 Food Truck out front for staff,                                    (Lunch Provided by Office) 

  4:00-4:45 Student Council Meeting 

Wed 5/10 All Day Nurses Day May 10th 

  All Day ISAT Testing,  3rd Grade ELA Performance Task 

  9:15-10:15 6th grade visits North Junior HS 

Thurs 5/11 All Day  ISAT Testing, 4th Grade Math 

  9:30-2:00 5th Grade – Civil War 

  6:30 PM Silent Auction @ Bardenay 

Fri 5/12 All Day 4th Grade Wagons Ho 

Mon 5/15 9:20-3:30 4th Grade @ Celebration Park 

  12:30-3:30 2nd Grade Fieldtrip @ Discovery Center 

  All Day ISAT Testing, 5th/6th Grade, Math  

Tues 5/16 ALL Day ADA County Elections, will need the gym 

  All Day ISAT Testing, 3rd, Carson Grade Math 

  9:30-3:00 ERR-Ride for Jay 

Wed 5/17 All Day ISAT Testing, 5/6th  Grade Math Performance Task 

Thurs 5/18 All Day ISAT Testing, 3rd and Peterson Grade Math Performance Task 

  4:00-5:00 PTSA Meeting                                                    (Voting in 2017-2018 Committee) 

Fri 5/19 10:30 & 2:30 Ensemble (Band and Choir) 

  All Day ISAT Make-ups 

Thurs 5/25 9:00-3:30 6th Grade Bike Ride 

  4:00-5:00 Dress Rehearsal: Lowell’s Got Talent 

Fri 5/26 9:30-11:00 Lowell’s Got Talent 

  1:45 Early Release Day  

  4:00-6:00 pm Student Council BBQ @ 2417 Menlo Drive 

Mon 5/29 All Day No School 

Tues 5/30 9:45-12:30 3rd Grade @ Table Rock 

  9:45-11:00 Awards Assembly (4th-6th) 

  1:00-3:00 6th Grade Dress Rehearsal 

Wed 5/31 All Day Field Day 

Thurs 6/1 10:30-11:30 6th Grade Graduation 

  11:30-12:30 6th Grade BBQ 

  12:00-2:00 6th Grade Swimming 

  2:45-3:45 Yearbook Signing 

Fri 6/2 9:30-10:30 Kindergarten Graduation 

  1:00-1:45 6th Grade Kickball vs. Staff 

  1:45 Last Day Of School, Early Release 
 



 

 

Recognizing Lowell’s Safety Patrol Members 
 

Lowell’s Safety Patrol students are selected because they have demonstrated to their 
teachers that they can be responsible, courteous, dependable, and have shown leadership 
potential, while also having good attendance. Being a member of the Lowell Safety Patrol 
means they have agreed to take on the responsibility of arriving early before school starts and 

staying late after school ends. Patrol members constantly demonstrate good citizenship and are courteous 
while on duty. Meet our March and April Safety Patrol members and what they had to say about serving, as 
well as comments from Mrs. Merrick. 
 
March Safety Patrol Members: 
Even with after school activities and spring break approaching, these dedicated safety patrol members fulfilled 
their duties with a smile in March!  -Mrs. Merrick 

 
 
Isabel, “Izzy” takes her responsibility to keep everyone safe at the crossings seriously. She is 
polite and cheerful to Lowell students and parents, and she is a great representative of our 
school! Thanks for your dedication, Izzy!  -Mrs. Merrick 
 
Isabel – “I think Safety Patrol is a chance to be a safe leader who the younger kids look up 
to. Safety Patrol shows you that you are needed to make the world a better place.” 

 
Bailey is always on time for her post and dependable. She is prepared and follows through on 
her duties. I’m so glad you are a member of our Safety Patrol team this year.  –Mrs. Merrick 
 
Bailey – “I wanted to be on Safety Patrol to have a before and after school activity that helps 
others.” 
 
April Safety Patrol Members: 

 
Ethan is a great person to have on Safety Patrol to represent Lowell with his friendly attitude. 
He is a responsible crossing guard and polite and respectful to everyone. Thanks for being a 
good role model for Lowell, Ethan! –Mrs. Merrick 
 
Ethan – “I like being on Safety Patrol because you get to help people be safe. On Fridays you 

get a treat, and I have a wonderful boss, Mrs. Merrick!” 
 
Madisin is confident and performs her duties well by taking charge when she is on Safety 
Patrol. She is dependable and someone I can trust to make good decisions. Lowell is fortunate 
to have her serving as a Safety Patrol member! -Mrs. Merrick 
 
Madisin – “I wanted to be on Safety Patrol to make sure parents and kids get across the road 
safely. I also like helping out the school and other people.” 
 



 

 

Message from Parent Teachers Student Association (PTSA) 
The Lowell Parent Teacher Student Association will be voting new Executive Board members 

for the 2017-2018 School Year in May. 
 

“Help us make Lowell stronger for our kids and the community, by attending.” 

 

PTSA Fundraising: Change for Change  

 



 

More From the PTSA: Native Garden 

                                               Introducing… 
                    Lowell Elementary’s Native Plant Garden! 

 

Lowell Elementary, partnered with the Bureau of Land Management and the US Fish and Wildlife Service, has created an 
outdoor learning space that features Idaho native plants. At Lowell, we are fortunate to have strong leadership support 
for outdoor education from our Principal, teachers, staff, and many volunteers. Our extensive vegetable garden is a 
testament to this support and the native plant garden is the next step for supporting outdoor learning experiences.  
 
Recent trends and statistics for children and their knowledge of the natural world point to a strong need for increased 
outdoor experiences. Examples include: 

 The amount of outdoor, environmental education programs offered in our local schools has been decreasing in 
the last 10 years.  

 The average American child can recognize 1,000 corporate logos but can’t identify 10 plants or animals native to 
his or her own region. 

 There is a strong correlation to whether people have nature experiences as they grow up and whether, as 
adults, they will be concerned about policies that affect nature. 

 
We believe that the native garden is a venue for educating students on the unique plants and ecology of the area. It 
serves as an outdoor learning space where teachers can conduct classes pertinent to their grade level and provide 
learning opportunities for art and science in the garden aligned with state-wide curriculum e. Plants that have a place in 
Idaho’s history, such as Syringa (Idaho’s State flower) or have traditional Native American uses could assist teachers in 
incorporating pertinent content in the outdoor classroom. Opportunities to discuss how native landscapes have changed 
over time and for what reason could also be a topic of interest. It is anticipated that the teaching staff will use this space 
for activities beyond natural history and science such as an outdoor theater space, a venue for art projects, and a quiet 
space for journal and creative writing. Overall, this garden aims to reveal the beauty of communing with nature, coming 
together to appreciate what we have in our backyard, and acknowledging our connection with this wonderfully diverse 
place we call home. 
 
The native garden is in its infancy and needs some help to make it a success! We are looking for a few volunteers to help 
with: 
 

 General garden maintenance 

 Signage– we want to create some signs that communicate our goals and objectives for the garden and to 
welcome visitors 

 Metal Art Work – we are considering options for incorporating some metal art sculptures or plaques that 
highlight important species that contribute to our native ecosystems (e.g., butterflies, bees, birds, small 
mammals, others) 

 Build a short boundary fence between the grass fields and the native garden 

 Create seating options 

 Other ideas welcome 
 
If you are interested in helping in the garden, have the skills to help build structures, want to work with the kids to 
create some art work for the garden, or just want to donate some supplies, please reach out to the Native Plant Garden 
Coordinator – Lynell Sutter at 208-577-1404 or lynelldd@hotmail.com. 
 

In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks. – John Muir 

mailto:lynelldd@hotmail.com


 

 

 

From the Counselor’s Desk: Summer Activities 
 
Hello Lowell Families, 
 
Here are a few reading/literacy programs & resources in the Boise area that may be of interest during 
the summer.  
 

 Ada Community Libraries, Lots of different activities (Victory & 5 Mile) 
 

 Boise Public Library-Events Calendar 
 

 BSU Summer Literacy Programs, $480  
 

 Garden City Public Library 
 

 Idaho Commission for Libraries 
 

 ISU Summer Reading Program, $300  
 

 Kumon Reading Program, $110-$140/month (according to website) 
 

 Rediscovered Books 
 

 Tasty Tales Storytime 
  
 
 

Dave Sica, M.Ed. 
School Counselor 

Lowell Elementary School 
Lowell Community Resources 

Office: 208.854.5487 

Fax: 208.854.5481 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.adalib.org/victory/events-calendar
http://www.boisepubliclibrary.org/classes-events/online-calendar/#/?i=2
https://education.boisestate.edu/literacy/literacy-center/summer-literacy-academy/
http://notaquietlibrary.org/cal-test/
http://libraries.idaho.gov/landing/summer-reading
https://enroll.readingprograms.org/Registration/Course/Select?ProgramType=Classroom&ProgramLevel=01&ZipCode=83703&Radius=15
https://campaign.kumon.com/reading-program-2017/
http://www.rdbooks.org/summer-reading-program
http://www.rdbooks.org/tasty-tales-storytime-guru-donuts


 

 

More Summertime Activities 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Opportunity for Gifted and Talented   
 

Tony Schermetzler is a casting producer for a television production company in Los Angeles.  They 
are putting together a new game show for NBC featuring super-smart students, age 8-12.  The show 
will film this summer and will be hosted by Neil Patrick Harris. 
 
The students will work in teams to solve logic, math, and critical thinking puzzles while they compete 
to win an amazing grand prize. (Most likely a college scholarship-or similar). 
 
He has reached out to the Boise School District asking for our help to spread the word about the new 
show.  Below is his contact information for parents of interested children.   
 

Tony Schermetzler, Casting Associate Producer (323) 217-1759. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

STEM CAMP 
 

 
 
STEM Revolution Camps (formerly known as STEMbusUSA) provide students with fun and engaging 
opportunities to explore science and technology with no experience needed. Each camp is filled with 
exciting, hands on experiences designed to build interest, knowledge, and technical skills the 
campers can take with them into the classroom and beyond. For more information, visit their website: 
www.stemrevolution.com/camps 
 

Alison Lark 
2082491977 

      alison@stembususa.org 

 

Other STEM Happenings Around the Treasure Valley  
STEM Summer Camps for both boys and girls of all ages. 

 
StemBusUSA Idaho Summer STEM Camps 
http://stembususa.org/camps/idaho/#locations 
 
Idaho STEM Pipeline 
http://www.idahostem.org/DrawPrograms.aspx?Action=GetDetails&ProgramID=355 
http://www.idahostem.org/DrawPrograms.aspx?Action=GetDetails&ProgramID=350 
http://www.idahostem.org/DrawPrograms.aspx?Action=GetDetails&ProgramID=352 
https://stem.idaho.gov/ 

http://www.stemrevolution.com/camps
mailto:alison@stembususa.org


 

 

BSD Offers: STEM GIRLS CAMP 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Girls Summer Basketball Camp 

 



 
 



 

Boys Summer Basketball Camp  

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Highlights from the Bown House 4th Grade Fieldtrip 
April 4, 2017 

             
 

       
http://www.preservationidaho.org/advocacy/legacy/bown-house 

 

4th Grade Quilters  
 

                                                     
 



 

Staff Retirement 

 
 

And 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


